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PRESIDENT says: 

 
Already we have passed the peak of the playing season, and, in the special case of South 

Shields GC the peaks of the renovating, refurbishing and reorganising season. Consequently 

the time has come to look ahead to next year and in particular to consider its management, 

administration and governance. 

I think we would all be happy to accept that over recent years the Club has been transformed 

from the organisation facing potentially serious problems in a variety of aspects to one in 

which we can take pride and pleasure. 

 

This state of affairs has not been easily achieved. Let me put it bluntly. We are where we are 

because a small number of our members have taken on the sometimes arduous, generally 

thankless and always time-demanding job of bringing it about – sometimes singly, acting on 

their own initiative, and sometimes jointly, working as a Committee. In short, the majority of 

us are enjoying the fruits of the labours of the few. 

 

The risk is that these few grow ever fewer, and here I come to the critical point of this mes-

sage. In recent years it has proved extremely difficult, and indeed, sometimes impossible to 

achieve a full set of Club Officers and a full committee. In particular this year the club is 

functioning without a Vice Captain (and bear in mind the knock-on effect of this) and also 

without a Secretary. 

 

Add to this the decision necessary on the grounds of economy, to operate without a manager, 

and the inescapable outcome is that fewer and fewer people have to work entirely voluntarily 

and without financial reward, harder and harder, and longer and longer to maintain the club’s 

success and perhaps, its very existence. 

 

Enthusiasm and willingness are every bit as important as the outcome. 

My conclusion? Please take this message as my personal appeal to YOU. I ask you to give 

serious and urgent consideration to putting yourself forward for election next year. Please do 

not be shy about this. 

If you would like to give the matter thought, but have reservations, why not talk to Jim 

Stanley, Neil Spann or any committee member? They will be delighted to offer their 

thoughts and encouragement. 

 

Allen Bage 

Club President 

 

 



 

 

 

Captain’s Comments: 

Well the weather appears to have improved over the last month and not before time. There is 

good news regarding the Men’s locker room as the Re-Development was  approved by the main 

committee at their meeting of 7th September. Full details will be provided further on in this edi-

tion of the newsletter. This will be a big and initially messy project as the Men’s trolley store 

will need to be cleared out and then all of the old lockers ripped out prior to the commencement 

of the work. This stage of the work will be carried out by the members in order to save money 

so volunteers will be welcome; you can contact Malcolm McGuire or myself if you want to as-

sist with this work.  

The Greens Committee have been working hard on assembling a 5 year upkeep planand have 

approval from the main Committee to commence filling in some bunkers and remodelling others 

in conjunction with Phil and the Greens staff; these will be laid out in the months to come.  

The House committee are going to issue a questionnaire to find out what the members want 

from the bar/kitchen facilities. The food and service are great but the facilities are underused and 

losses are increasing in this department so we have to do something about it. To help determine 

this please fill in the survey and let us know what You want. 

 

 

I played in the annual Seniors versus Ladies for the 

Wooden Spoon on the 8th September, the rain 

stopped early and the sun came out. It was a great 

afternoon enjoyed by all the participants and won by 

the Ladies. I think the men will have to play in skirts 

to win it next year. A great barbeque was prepared 

by Barrie Tollerson, the Seniors’ Vice Captain, who 

gave up his game to cook the food which was excel-

lent and appreciated by all. We used to have this 

barbeque annually but it died out a few years ago 

and it’s great to have it back.  

 

Like all golf clubs at the moment we are looking for new members of all classes; mens, ladies 

and juniors. We have a great course and it should be fully used by its members.  

Well let’s hope this good weather continues and everyone enjoys their golf. 

 

Jim Stanley 

Club Captain 



 

Course Maintenance 
 

First, the Committee should like to thank members for their co-operation during the 

two recent course closure sessions. The Ground staff achieved a major element of 

winter course preparations in a more efficient and quicker time by using this strat-

egy. 

 

Winter Course Work: 
 

The following items of work should be completed in the winter season; 

 

 Levelling of the tees at the 9th Hole – this is a similar project to the one 

completed at the 3rd Hole last winter. 

 

 Bunkers to be removed by filling them in. 

Hole 3 Back right – this is rarely hit. 

Hole 5 Back right – this is rarely hit. 

Hole 10 Back left – this is rarely hit. 

Hole 12 Far right of cross bunkers – set in the rough and needs a very wayward 

shot to hit it. 

Hole 14 FIRST bunker on the right of fairway – design of the face, length of 

hole, prevailing wind, out of bounds, and number of bunkers on the hole 

make this a difficult hole for most players already. 

Hole 14 Bunker over the Hill – all bunkers should be visible from the fairway of 

hole being played. 

Hole 16 Far right of cross bunkers – set in the rough and needs a wayward shot 

to hit it. 

Hole 17 OLD Bunker that was part of original 17th – should not be part of new 

17th hole. 

 

 Bunkers to be remodelled. 

Hole 8 Bunker on the left of fairway – the face here has a greenside bunker de-

sign and should be reduced. 

Hole 14 SECOND Bunker on the right side of fairway – this also has a face 

with a greenside design and should have it reduced. 

 

The Committee recognise that our bunkers have a range of problems and will 

seek to continue making progress on them, particularly when other major 

projects are finished. 

  



 
Christmas Lunches 

 
Will be starting on 1st December 

 
Book your table soon!! 

 

Re-Development of 

Men’s Locker Room 
 

 

I am pleased to inform the members of the committees decision to refurbish the gents 

locker room.  

 

We expect the work to actually fit the lockers to commence on or around the 14th No-

vember, to facilitate this we will need to :- 

 

Empty the trolley room by the 3rd October.  

All lockers upstairs and down to be cleared by the 10th October. 
Work to commence on the removable of existing lockers on the 12th October. 

Completion date end of November. 

 

Any  trolleys unclaimed after 3rd October will be removed and stored for 4 weeks in the 

green keepers complex, after this time they will be disposed of, this also applies to the 

locker room.  

 

If any member has difficulty in complying with this timetable please inform a committee 

member to see what can be done to accommodate. 

 

I would suggest members to look out for notices and web site announcements for up-

dates.  

If there are any items of which you are unclear please let me know. 

 

Malcolm McGuire 
 



 

 

Note from the Lady Captain 
 

 

What a busy week !!   We had the Autumn Meeting which was a glorious day & again very well 

supported.  I received flowers from the Ladies as a belated thank you  for my Captain's day.  The 

flowers were very much appreciated & thankful that I received them later as I had so many flowers 

on my Captain's day. 

 

 Then the Ladies Open day only two days later & what a change in the weather !!!! the FOG rolled 

in but we managed to carry on.  The men who volunteered their services were invaluable …... help-

ing to spot though the ladies were hitting the ball out of site ! Thanks to the men ,  the committee 

and the ladies who helped on the stall & raffles etc.  I must give a 

special mention to Joan Overton who organised the 'Open Day'. 

 

The Wooden Spoon had been re-arranged for Thurs 8th Sept & 

thankfully the weather was much improved.  I'm delighted to an-

nounce the Men retained the Wooden Spoon.  Well done ladies. 

Thanks again to the Seniors & special thanks to Jim Stanley for pro-

viding the prizes as well as the BBQ & to Barrie Tollerson who 

manned the BBQ  it was enjoyed by all.  A perfect end to the day. 

 

We have a busy Sept ahead, all our competition finals are to be con-

cluded so I would like to wish all those taking part good golf. 

 
I 
Serina Turnbull 

 

Lady Captain 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

RECOMMEND A FRIEND TO        

BECOME A FULL PLAYING           

MEMBER AND WE WILL 

PUT £50 ON YOUR CARD. 
 

Contact the Office for details 

 


