
SOUTH SHIELDS GOLF CLUB 

CAPTAIN’S CHRISTMAS 

NEWSLETTER 

Dear Members 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all club members and Staff a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year. I would like to thank all of the staff for the hard work they have put in over the year to 
make our club what it is, a place where anyone can have a game of golf on a great course and enjoy excellent 
food and drink in the clubhouse. I would also like to thank Chris Smith and the team for their great performance 
this year in winning promotion to the First Division, next year will be interesting as they go on to play at a new 
set of courses against higher calibre opposition.  

The Committee has been short handed for most of this year so it is a pleasure to have John Thornton, an existing 
Committee member, volunteer to take on the post of Honorary Secretary. This will help take the strain off the 
rest of the committee and assist the office administrators with their work. Any communication to the club secre-
tary should be addressed to John.  

In January Lauran will be coming back to work after her maternity leave, and it has been agreed that the office 
administrator role will be undertaken via a job-sharing arrangement by Lauran and Jenni. This is to ensure we 
provide longer office hours for members which will include the office being open on Saturday mornings to assist 
members who work or cannot get to the club during the present hours; a list of hours when finalised will be 
placed on the door to the office and on the web site. 

It has been a year of investment when a lot has happened around the clubhouse with the completion of the 
men's locker room and tidying up of the old trolley store, there have been a great many positive comments from 
members and visitors alike and personally I think it finishes off the clubhouse to a very high standard. As the 
lockers have been allocated, it is important that NO lockers be exchanged without the express knowledge of 
John Thornton and the main office; this is to enable the master list of lockers and occupants to be drawn up. 
Anybody disregarding this is liable to be deprived of their locker as there has been so much confusion in the past 
regarding locker occupancy etc. The trolley store units while being pretty basic are functional and have all been 
taken up, once again when assigned a location by the club this is not to be changed without John Thornton or 
the main office being informed for the above reasons. Anyone putting their trolleys in to an assigned space 
which is not theirs will have their lock and trolley removed. There will be a limited number of new trolley spaces 
built in January as space IS limited anyone interested can add their name to the list in the office it being a case of 
first come first served for the new spaces, at £10 a year its very reasonable, bicycle type locks are available for 
£2 from the office. 

A lot of work has gone into the men's locker room and trolley store and they are now in a pristine condition and 
they are going to be kept that way. An air compressor is to be installed outside the trolley store to clean off 
shoes, trolley wheels etc. Use it. This is the Members’ Club and it is YOUR responsibility to keep it clean and tidy 
anyone reported to the Committee for ignoring this is liable to face sanctions up to and including club suspen-
sion. 

 



Official opening of Locker room Thursday 22nd December 2pm 

We will officially be opening the new locker room on Thursday 22nd December please come along and have 
the tour see what all the fuss was about. 

 

Dress Code  

It seems that as the weather gets colder some people think that they can use the club lounge in winter golf gear 
and even golf shoes and hats, once again the club has spent a lot of money and time and effort into fitting new 
carpets furniture etc. there is a dress code please follow it. I cannot say it enough this is YOUR club so it is up to 
you to look after it. There is now no excuse not to use the trolley/locker room to change outer golf clothing and 
shoes. 

Booking System 

The Committee at the moment is looking at the options for a booking system. A seminar was held for the Com-
mittee in December and a further seminar will be held in January for the Professional and club staff to attend. 
The system can be customised to suit any golf club’s requirements and can include block booking times for the 
various groups of members who have played at traditional times over many years. One of the things it will be 
capable of is to co-ordinate society/party bookings with the Professional and the Catering department linked 
into the office so that catering requirement are in line with the bookings and no wastage or expenses are in-
curred by the club due to lack of communications. As more information becomes available it will be passed onto 
the members. It is a fact of life that this club like many others depends on visiting parties and guest members to 
enable us to run the club to the present standards, it is a balancing act between members interests and the 
clubs needs. I have heard people who say increase the membership fees and reduce the visitors this is not really 
an option, to date this month we have lost 10 members who generally say that they cannot afford membership 
or that they don't play enough golf to justify the cost. We do have a pretty large proportion of life members who 
will once again this year be asked to contribute a £50 donation towards the refurbishment and the running costs 
of the club; this is entirely voluntary but much appreciated by the Management Committee. The period be-
tween Christmas and New Year will be visiting party free this year after last year’s challenges, members will still 
be allowed to bring a limited number of guests who they must actually play with. This situation will be closely 
monitored by the Committee, and any one abusing the system will be dealt with accordingly. 

To finish off I would like to thank ALL of the members of the Committee who have put in long hours over the 
years in the evenings and weekends in their own time to ensure that this club continues to function as it does, 
they take all of the flack, but look around you and see what they have achieved for the club over the years with-
out them NONE of it would have been possible. 

Jim Stanley 

Club Captain 


